164                          Hitler's Lackey
General von Schleicher's efforts to save the Reich from
National Socialism in its worst form.
Gregor Strasser^ Vice-Chancellor Designate
When General von Schleicher, following the fall of Papen,
took over the Government on 2nd December, he had no
idea of setting up a military dictatorship in Germany. He
was, it is true, the first general since Caprivi to occupy the
position of Reichschancellor. But his real desire was to
find a way out after years of government without parliament,
or even against parliament. His intention was to endeavour
to form a super-party cabinet including the German
Nationalists and the Zentrum, the * reasonable' National
Socialists and Social Democrats.
The deterioration of the Hitler movement was not only
clearly recognisable internally, but also became outwardly
obvious when Gregor Strasser and Dr. Frick were seen to be
in open opposition to Hitler. We have already described
how Strasser endeavoured to save the healthy core of the
National Socialist movement by linking up with the working
classes and the Trade Unions. This was the point of
departure for Schleicher's policy. The Strasser wing of the
National Socialists and the Leipart wing of the Social
Democrats in combination with the parties of the Centre
were to form a parliamentary majority for his Government.
Gregor Strasser was to enter his cabinet as Vice-Chancellor,
and Social Democracy was also to be represented there.
Actually Gregor Strasser was in agreement with this
proposal. Dr. Frick also approved. The two hoped, after
the various reverses which Hitler had experienced, at least to
prevent the further decomposition of the Party by this means.
As Hindenburg had twice made it clear that he rejected
Hitler as Chancellor, Frick and Strasser believed they were
acting in the interests of the Party when they entered the
Government instead of Hitler. But Hitler was the Party
* Fuhrer % and discipline called for his consent to this
arrangement. When his two party friends made this
proposal. Hitler, as was really oaiy to be expected, almost